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Vestry Nominations 
Are Now Open 

By Julie Simonton and Liz Rudolph

Nominations are open for mem-
bers of the vestry, the governing 

board of Christ Church. Composed of 
the rector and 12 parishioners elected 
to three-year terms, the vestry retires 
four of its members each year. Rotat-
ing off in 2010 are Janet Beckmann, 
Rodney Fisher, J. Russell George, and 
Rawles Jones.

Qualifications: National and di-
ocesan church laws and guidelines 

By the Rev. Nick Myers

This Lent we will spend five 
weeks with Flannery O’Connor, 

by reading a selection of her stories 
from The Complete Stories of Flannery 
O’Connor. We will find in her writing 
an urgency for life and transformation 
that was borne out of her own mor-
tality and struggles. Stories rife with 
human folly and moral snobbery will 
hold a mirror up to our faces as we 
are challenged by our own reflections 
and the distant, but clear glare of 
God’s grace. No one who turns these 
pages will remain unchanged. In small 
groups, we’ll meet to read these stories 
and find our own—helping us to be 
opened anew to God’s story for us all.

Groups will begin to meet the first 
full week in Lent at different times 
throughout each week. Each group 
will have a facilitator to help guide 

our thoughts as we read the stories. 
Each parishioner will receive an 

invitation to be a part of these groups 
with information on locations and 
times of group meetings. To sign up 
contact the Rev. Jared Cramer at  
jcramer@ccalex.org.  
Walk Lent with us by spending Five 
Weeks with Flannery. 

Walk with one another and let 
God—through the words of Flannery 
O’Connor—breathe newness into the 
dust of your life. 

  

A Lenten Exercise: Five Weeks with Flannery

continued on page 4

Two Local Priests Visit 
Our Pulpit this Month

By the Rev. Ann Gillespie

Two native 
sons enrich 

our preaching this 
month. On Sun-
day, February 14, 
at the 9:00 and 
11:15 am services, 
the Rev. Andrew 
(Andy) T. P. Merrow, rector of Saint 
Mary’s in Arlington for the past 25 
years and a former Associate here at 
Christ Church from 1981 to 1985, will 
preach on our World Mission Sunday. 
Father Merrow and Saint Mary’s have 
been partners with us in ministry in 
Sudan helping to fund the building of 
Saint Matthew’s Cathedral in the Dio-
cese of Renk. 

St. Mary’s pledges 25 percent of its 
parish income to outreach and the Di-
ocese. Father Merrow is committed to 

continued on page 4

Above, as part of a service project for Martin Luther King, Jr. Day, the 5th and 6th grad-
ers assemble gift bags containing tissues, hand lotion, and candies. The bags will also have 
a greeting card made by the younger children. All of the bags are for delivery to Meals on 
Wheels recipients.

Christ Church celebrates  
mission through music on  
World Mission Sunday on  

February 14. See the music 
story on page 3 and the mission 

stories on pages 6 and 7. 
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Rejoice is the official monthly 
publication of Christ Church, 
Alexandria, Virginia, a parish 

in the Diocese of Virginia. 

The Rt. Rev. Shannon Johnston  
Thirteenth Bishop of Virginia

The Rt. Rev. David Colin Jones
Bishop Suffragan

Vestry
Rawles Jones, Senior Warden
Liz Rudolph, Junior Warden

Jim Totten, Treasurer
Janet Beckmann, Jeff Dienno, 

Paula Dubberly, Rodney Fisher, 
Russell George, Elaine Ho,  

Laura Humphrey, Bob Thomson,  
Joe Walsh, Brian Wommack 

Clergy

The Rev. Pierce W. Klemmt, Rector

The Rev. Ann Gillespie, Associate Rector  
for Worship & Pastoral Care

The Rev. Erika Takacs
Associate Rector for  

Faith Formation & Evangelism  

The Rt. Rev. Jane Holmes Dixon,   
Director of Foundations for  

Spiritual Leadership

The Rev. Dr. Diane G. Murphy,  
Priest Associate

M. Jason Abel,
Director of Music 

Clergy Residents
As a teaching congregation, Christ Church  

offers experience in ministry and mentoring,  
as well as support by its members 

in developing the spiritual leadership  
of these residents:

The Rev. Jared Cramer
The Rev. Nick Myers

The Rev. Justi Schunior
The Rev. Kim Seidman

Christ Church embodies God’s  
unbounded love by embracing, liberating,  

and empowering people, whoever they  
are and wherever they find themselves  

on their journeys of faith.

By the Rev. Erika Takacs

On February 13, at 6:00 pm, the 
youth of Christ Church will 

host an evening of fun, feasting, and 
fundraising. The night will begin 
with an auction. Next, participants 
will be treated to a dinner prepared 
by our favorite chef, Lester 
Fields. Finally, the youth 
will open the dance floor 
for more fun. 

All of the proceeds will 
support our senior high 
youth as they prepare for a summer 
pilgrimage to New York City. There 
they will spend a few days in prayer, 
worship, and fellowship as they seek to 
find Christ in their very midst. 

If you’re thinking, “Pilgrimage? I 
thought our youth did a mission trip!” 
you are not alone. The tradition at 
Christ Church has indeed been that 
our youth participate in a mission trip; 
however, this year, the youth lead-
ers have decided to live fully into the 
Journey to Adulthood curriculum and 

Rites of Passage 
Births

• Caridad Ines Buethe, daughter 
of Lucia & Robert Buethe

• Riley Jane Dillon, daughter of 
John & Brooke Dillon, grand-
daughter of Kitty Dillon

• Daniel Stuart Powell, son of Jim 
& Gayle Powell

Baptisms

• Josiah Yaehoon Baldwin, son of 
Andrew Baldwin & JeanSun  
Kim

• William Welsh Thomas Ful-
lerton, son of Scot & Veronica 
Fullerton

• William Hickman Jacobs, son of 
Donald & Jeanne Jacobs

• Brendon Carl Lafley, son of  
William & Tamara Lafley

Bid, Banquet, & Boogie for a Youth Pilgrimage

offer a youth pilgrimage. 
The pilgrimage is a gift we give to 

our youth; it is a way of feeding their 
souls and nurturing their spirituality, 
as they move into adult roles in the 
church and in the world. Our youth 

always will participate in 
mission and outreach—it is 
part of their identity in this 
holy place—but we hope that 
the pilgrimage will serve to 
strengthen their relationships 

with each other and with God in a 
way that will only deepen their experi-
ence of the other work they do in this 
parish.

To contribute items to the auction, contact 
Laura Allen at lainva@aol.com.

To purchase tickets, contact Bill and Deb-
bie Baker at WBaker@wileyrein.com. 

For information about child care, contact 
the Rev. Erika Takacs at etakacs@ccalex.org.

Unable to attend? Become a Stockholder 
instead—contact the Rev. Erika Takacs for 
details.

• Connor Parker Leigh  
Scipione, son of Peter &  
Katharine Scipione

Weddings

• Kristin Taylor Marr &  
Christopher Eric Brown 

Deaths

• Greg Carmichael
• Bruce Gerrish
• Wilma Gray
• Caroline Hess
• Elizabeth Rawlins Hume Hill
• Freeman Napier Jelkes, Jr.
• Zoe Meisenholder
• Jan Mulvaney
• Marion Paden
• Madeleine Rainieri
• Barbara Schrader
• Gloria Sticka
• Thomas Tavares, Sr.

t
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By the Rev. Pierce Klemmt

When you read this, my sabbati-
cal, with its focus on the study 

and practice of narrative leadership, 
will be underway. Narrative Leader-
ship is a shared activity among leaders 
of a congregation that encourages the 
use of storytelling to build commit-
ment to the congregation’s mission. 
Telling and listening to these stories 
helps people know where the faith 
community has been and provides 
clues to where God is leading. 

Because life has a narrative quality, 
we are able to transmit values, shape 
and reshape community life, and heal 
family fractures through the use of 
storytelling. The sacred text that we 
build our life around is a series of sto-
ries from the Garden of Eden through 
the early communities that formed 
themselves around the life of the 
risen Christ. 

Most congregations know the local 
texture of their history and under-
stand the power of stories, especially 
when they are told in sermons, vestry 
retreats, newcomer welcome brunch-
es, Sunday schools, and leadership 
training. Behind every pew, font, 
and Sunday school door lie a host of 
stories waiting to be unlocked as re-
sources for belonging and hope. This 
is where narrative leadership can be 
most powerful, helping people and 
their congregations embrace their 

Renowned Church Music 
Professor Will Lead Us  
on World Mission Sunday 
By M. Jason Abel 
Director of Music

Our celebra-
tion of 

World Mission 
Sunday will 
include a new 
feature this year; 
the music sung for the service will be 
music from around the world. Dr. C. 
Michael Hawn, professor of Church 
Music and director of the Master of 
Sacred Music program at Southern 
Methodist University, will lead us in 
song. 

Dr. Hawn is one of the preeminent 
experts on global hymnody. He has 
written numerous publications that 
contain songs he has compiled from 
extensive travels and studies abroad. 
He is a frequent presenter at annual 
conferences for the Hymn Society, 
Choristers’ Guild,  and American 
Guild of Organists. He is also a con-
sultant for churches looking for ways 
to expand their music ministries. 

Dr. Hawn will lead us in music at 
both the 9:00 and 11:15 am services. 

By experiencing the worship songs 
of fellow Christians from around the 
globe, we help to make our celebra-
tion of our world missions more 
complete. Come and be prepared to 
worship joyfully while singing to the 
Lord a new song. 

stories, ripe with 
new possibility 
and direction for 
the future.

Of course, 
part of telling 
stories is being a 
careful listener; 
bringing out the 
stories of each 

parishioner and those of people in 
the surrounding community. There 
are churches across the country using 
that approach. For example, Broad-
way United Methodist church in In-
dianapolis has listened to stories from 
outside its congregation. One young 
woman, Maya, told a story of start-
ing her own small  tutoring program. 
The pastor brought her to church, 
told her story, and asked those who 
would help Maya to stand. The whole 
church stood and Broadway United 
has been running a tutoring program 
ever since. 

I might sound like I know what I 
am talking about here, but there is 
still much to explore. I appreciate the 
vestry, parish, and staff for allowing 
me the time to investigate something 
that has intrigued me for years. I will 
miss being with you all, but trust your 
own practice of Sabbath will bring 
you renewal and a new sense of direc-
tion. 

Save the Date for Vacation 
Bible School.

VBS will be at 
Christ Church  
July 12–16. 
For more informa-
tion, contact Pattie 
Raynor, 703-549-
1450 x122, or 
praynor@ccalex.org.

My Sabbatical Quest for Narrative Leadership

Music Director M. Jason Abel directs our choir and the choir of the Church of the Nativity 
from Huntsville, AL on Sunday, January 17. The choirs sang a number of pieces by African 
American composers in honor of the life of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
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Two Priests
continued from page  1

Vestry Nominations
continued from page  1 By the Rev. Kim Seidman

The first Sunday in February is 
celebrated across the Episcopal 

Church as Theological Education 
Sunday, an occasion to encourage 
participation by all in the search for 
the knowledge of God. Theological 
Education Sunday is a time for rec-
ognizing and celebrating those places 
where life-changing Christian learn-
ing is experienced and valued. 

On Sunday, February 7, Christ 
Church will welcome Leslie Steffen-
son of the Center for Anglican Com-
munion Studies at Virginia Theologi-
cal Seminary. She will speak at our 
10:15 am Adult Faith Formation hour 
about theological education around 
the world

While it is natural to focus on 
seminaries and their gift for equipping 
lay and clergy for leadership in the 
church, theological education also 
happens every day right here: 

Covenant Class is a ten-week small 
group experience designed to intro-
duce newcomers to the Anglican tra-
dition as they discern if God is lead-
ing them to join our faith community. 

Journeys of Faith in Community, 

another ten-week experience brings 
people together for a shared meal, 
presentation, and small group discus-
sion to reflect on their own spiritual 
journeys and how to tell their faith 
stories.

Meet the Pews, Meet the Priest, 
on the first Sunday of the month, is a 
dialogue between the 8:00 am preach-
er and the congregation about that 
morning’s sermon. These have been 
fruitful conversations. From them 
have sprung several ideas for future 
sessions including discussions of: 

• World Religions to be led by 
the Rev. Dr. Rich Jones, parish-
ioner and retired VTS Professor 
of World Missions 
• The Nicene Creed, topic of 
a Lenten Quiet Day led by the 
Rev. Jared Cramer and the Rev. 
Kim Seidman
This congregation is hungry to 

learn and grow. Consider joining 
Education for Ministry, fireside chats 
about C.S. Lewis, the Gospel of John 
study series, and many Bible Study 
groups both at church and in parish 
homes. To learn more, contact the Rev. 
Erika Takacs  at etakacs@ccalex.org.

Come Join our Vibrant Theological Education Programs

He was raised in 
Alexandria and is a 
graduate of Trinity 
College, Hartford, 
Connecticut, and 
the Virginia Theo-
logical Seminary. 
He was sponsored 
for ordination by our sister parish, Meade 
Memorial Episcopal Church. While 
at VTS he was seminarian assistant at 
Saint Paul’s Parish, K Street, where he is 
currently an Honorary Assistant Priest. 

Mark your calendars and expect to 
have the Word illuminated in new 
and exciting ways by these dynamic 
preachers. 

the Church’s pushing beyond the walls 
of the parish to proclaim the good 
news of the Gospel to the world. A 
graduate of the University of Vermont 
and Virginia Theological Seminary, 
where he is an Adjunct Instructor in 
Liturgics, Father Merrow grew up in 
Alexandria. 

On Ash Wednesday, February 17, at 
the 7:00 pm service, we are privileged 
to have the Rev. Dr. Lloyd Alexan-
der Lewis launch us on our Lenten 
journey. Dr. Lewis is The Molly Laird 
Downs Professor of New Testament 
at the Virginia Theological Seminary. 

require that a candidate for vestry be 
16-years old or older, and a member 
in good standing, which means faith-
fulness in worship, service, and finan-
cial support of the church through 
giving to the spread of God’s king-
dom. Individuals should offer demon-
strated leadership abilities; have the 
ability to view the church as a whole; 
the desire to review the effectiveness 
of church policies and ministry pro-
grams; interest in collaborating with 
the rector and staff on ministry goals; 
commitment to the mission of Christ 
Church; and the willingness to accept 
God’s call to serve.

The vestry is also responsible for 
the stewardship and financial man-
agement of the parish and the care 
of the physical campus. A variety of 
skills and working backgrounds is 
necessary for a strong vestry, as well as 
a balance among the members in age, 
gender, ethnicity, and length of parish 
membership.

Deadline for Nominations is Feb-
ruary 14. If you know of someone 
who fits this description or if you 
yourself are called to serve, please 
submit a nomination form, which will 
be available from February 1–14 at 
services and at the parish office. The 
Nominating Committee will review 
submissions and propose a slate of 
candidates at the Annual Meeting on 
May 2. Ballot Sunday will be May 16.

SAVVY  
Seniors Luncheon

Age 50 or older? Join us on 
Tuesday, February 9 at 

11:30 am in the Auditorium for 
the monthly luncheon. Please 
RSVP to Bev Conlon at 703-
768-7715 or Madge Stone at 
703-781-1715.
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Walk Lent with Us
By the Rev. Jared C. Cramer

As the weather of the season makes 
its transition from the chill of 

winter to those first few buds of Spring, 
those in the church spend time prepar-
ing for new birth. Since earliest cen-
turies of Christianity, the followers of 
Jesus have marked the 40 days before 
Easter as a time of self-examination, 
repentance, and prayer. 

Before we celebrate the resurrection 
of Christ in Easter, we spend some 
time in quiet, considering where in our 
lives we sense death, grief, struggle, 
and pain. We start the season with a 
priest rubbing some ash on our fore-
heads, reminding us that we are only 
mortal, and bidding us to a holy Lent.

This can be hard stuff.
And, like all the hard stuff in life, 

it’s not something you should go 
through alone. So we’d like to invite 
you to rise from the pain in your 
life, put your hand in ours, and walk 
the season of Lent with us. Come to 
church on Sundays and hear the sto-
ries of Jesus’ walk towards Jerusalem. 
Join one of our Lenten Book Groups 
as we reflect upon five of Flannery 
O’Conner’s short stories. Come to our 

Cut Carbon, Not Chocolate
By the Rev. Justi Schunior

Here’s a new idea for Lent: Instead 
of abstaining from meat or pass-

ing up on chocolate, try cutting down 
on carbon this year. 

The Environmental Stewardship 
Ministry has designed a carbon fast for 
Lent. The fast provides a list of simple 
energy-saving actions that lead to a 
lighter carbon footprint for all 40 days. 

None of these activities 
will require life alter-
ing changes. Instead, 
small changes—
bringing our own 
bags to the grocery 
store, unplugging 
the cell phone charger 
when not in use, or giving the 
dishwasher a break for the day—can 
help us realize how tweaking our life-
styles just a bit can yield big results. 

God calls us to care for the earth— 
Lent is a good time to reflect on how 
we might better answer this call. 

Details about the Christ Church 
carbon fast are available on the web-
site www.HistoricChristChurch.org. 
For more information contact the 
Rev. Justi Schunior at			 
 jschunior@ccalex.org.

Sunday Faith Formation hour discus-
sions on Discernment and Vocation. 
Leave the burdens of life for a few 
hours and listen for God’s voice dur-
ing our Lenten Retreat.

Walk Lent with Us. We know 
so very well that there is pain and 
darkness in this world—and in our 
lives. Walk Lent with Us and we are 
certain you will find water for your 
parched soul. Walk Lent with Us and 
prepare for the destruction of every 
Power that hurts and destroys the 
creatures of God. 

	 You are not alone.

Taizé Service 
Join us for quiet, reflective worship that is deeply peaceful and joyful, and 
includes four-part harmony chants, silences, prayers, and readings. 

 Wednesday, March 3, 7:00 pm in the Auditorium.

Liturgy of Mourning for the Loss of a Loved One
Many of us have lost loved ones who died in far away places and we were 
unable to grieve in the context of a worship service. During Lent, we will 
offer a special service of mourning along with our regular Holy Eucharist. 

Sunday, March 14, 5:00 pm, Historic Church

For a complete listing of services, visit www.HistoricChristChurch.org.  

Rejoice is a Christ Church publica-
tion. Carol Donlan gives her time 

and talent to edit Rejoice, Craig Keith 
provides design and layout, and Linda 
Dienno is the staff liaison.   

Rejoice is published monthly. The 
Rejoice deadline is the third of the 
month preceding the publication. 
   Please send proposed articles to 
membership@ccalex.org. Those ac-
cepted are subject to editing for length 
and content.  

Special Lenten Services  
Prepare Us for Resurrection
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continued on page 7

as Russia plays havoc with gas deliv-
ery to Belarus.

Challenges also bring new op-
portunities and the need to adapt to 
changing circumstances has led to 
some exciting new directions for our 
mission. In lieu of bringing children 
to the U.S., we were able to support 
orphaned and disabled children in 
Belarus and cover the costs of sev-
eral corrective eye surgeries at the 
Rudensk Orphanage. 

Now, we are eagerly moving for-
ward with plans to bring Ukrainian 
children for health respites from 
mid-June to the end of July in 2010. 
Christ Church will once again part-
ner with St. John’s Lutheran and 
between the two churches, we expect 
to bring 18–20 children to Northern 
Virginia. 

By Ron and Linda Hoekstra

Linda and Ron Hoekstra are serving 
for at least a year as volunteer teachers 
at St. Mary’s Episcopal School in Tegu-
cigalpa, Honduras. Their email address 
is LinRonHon@gmail.com

We marked our first Thanksgiv-
ing Day in Honduras with 

a four-day visit from daughter, Liz, 
and special friend, Sarah DeCamps. 
Joined by North American mission-
ary friends, we enjoyed a traditional 
meal of turkey and dressing, including 
a tasty Honduran version of pump-
kin pie. Later in the evening, a quiet 
family conversation about our work 
here uncovered the many extraordi-
nary ways in which God’s grace had 
touched us in our very short time in 
Honduras. 

In the Face of the Troubles
Since late June’s ouster of Honduran 
President Zelaya, the troubles have 

By Mary Beth Stein

For more than 15 years, the Chil-
dren of Chernobyl mission at 

Christ Church brought children 
ages 8-12 from the radiated areas of 
Belarus each summer for a six-week 
health respite. Our mission work has 
been complicated by political ten-
sions between the U.S. and Belarus, 
and last summer we hoped in vain for 
a resolution to the political impasse 
that prevented more than 2,000 Be-
larusian children from coming to the 
United States.

As disappointing as it was for our 
host families, the cancellation was 
devastating for our Belarusian chil-
dren and families, who rely on the 
winter clothes and pharmaceuticals 
we send back with the children each 
summer. Please keep them in your 
prayers this cold winter, particularly 

We will work with the Boyarka 
Center in the small town of Boyarka 
near Kiev. The center is one of five 
founded by the UN after the 1986 
Chernobyl disaster. It is supported 
by the Ukrainian government and 
a U.S.-based aid organization (FO-
CUSS), and offers programs for 
more than 10,000 children and their 
families coping with the effects from 
Chernobyl exposure. 

We invite you to get involved in 
our mission. We have space to host 
two more children (for three or six 
weeks), and we are looking for fami-
lies to host the chaperone and trans-
lator who accompany the children. 
For additional information, contact 
Mary Beth Stein, Children of Cher-
nobyl committee at 703-837-8721 or 
Michele Smith, Director of Outreach 
and Mission at 703-778-4937.

beset the St. Mary’s family with fear 
and uncertainty. Weekly occurrences 
of violent demonstrations, vandalism, 
arson, looting, murders, and result-
ing curfews and suspension of classes 
have heightened and sustained every-
one’s feelings of anxiety and dread. In 
anticipation of national elections at 
the end of the month, students plan-
ning the upper school chapel for the 
first week of November asked Ron 
to read from the BCP the prayer For 
Sound Government. Following the 
chapel service a number of colleagues 
and students commented on how 
they had been uplifted and moved 
by the prayer. God’s grace moved 
through us to quiet fears, ennoble the 
presidential election process, and en-
courage voting. 

Our Thankful Tree
Led by Linda’s nine first graders, the 
primary grades designed and devel-
oped a wall-mounted thankful tree 
on which the children placed the 

Honduras Stories: God’s Grace Revealed in Small Pieces

Children of Chernobyl Effort Shifts to Ukraine

names of items and/or persons for 
whom they were thankful. After the 
all-school Holy Eucharist that high-
lighted Thanksgiving Day, St. Mary’s 
School Chaplain, Father Gerardo, 

St. Mary’s Episcopal School Chaplain Fr. 
Gerardo Alonzo blesses the primary (1–3) 
grade students and their Thankful Tree. 
This event followed an all-school Eucharist 
for Thanksgiving. Missioner Linda Hoekstra 
is at back right. 
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gathered with the 
primary grade stu-
dents to bless the 
thankful tree and 
the children. God’s 
grace shines through 

the smiles and laughter of children, 
teachers, and Father Gerardo.

 Three Hours to Open  
a Bank Account?

As volunteer teachers at St. Mary’s 
School, we receive a small monthly 

Heeding the Call:  
World Mission Sunday 

February 14
By Paul Currer 
Chair, Christ Church Mission Committee

Christ Church will join Episcopal 
parishes around the world in 

celebrating World Mission Sunday 
on February 14. This is a day when 
we will renew our commitment, as 
Christ commissioned us in Matthew, 
to bring the good news near and far, 
to the ends of the Earth, recognizing 
that He will be with us to the end of 
time.

We will be privileged on Mission 
Sunday to have two guests who will 
teach us about the relationship be-
tween prayer and mission, helping 
us to deepen our relationship with 
God as we pursue our individual faith 
journeys.

Our preacher will be the Rev. An-
drew Merrow, Rector of St. Mary’s 
(Arlington). He served at Christ 
Church before being called as Rector 
of St. Mary’s and is known to many of 
our parishioners. Andrew is a highly 
experienced missioner with service 
in Sudan, and his parish was instru-

mental in the formation of La Iglesia 
de Santa Maria (Fairfax). His stories 
from the field illustrate that mission is 
something we are all called to under-
take—and can do.

Our faith formation presenter will 
be the Rev. Margaret Guenther, Asso-
ciate Rector at St. Columba’s (Wash-
ington). Margaret is a noted retreat 
leader and author of many books, 
including The Practice of Prayer, At 
Home in the World, and Notes from a 
Sojourner. She is Professor Emerita at 
General Theological Seminary, where 
she served many years as director of 
the Center for Christian Spirituality.

From left, Retired Assistant Bishop Frank Gray, the Rev. Andrew Merrow, Archbishop  
Daniel Deng Bul of Renk, Sudan, and his wife, Deborah.

It’s not uncommon for Christ 
Church parishioners who have par-
ticipated in one of our parish’s many 
mission programs—through praying, 
providing support locally, or travel-
ing—to say that the experience has 
been one of the defining moments in 
their lives.

Wherever you are on your faith 
journey, the Mission Committee 
invites you, to come and taste the of-
ferings of the Reverends Merrow and 
Guenther on World Mission Sunday 
and see if you are surprised by the di-
rection your spiritual journey takes.

Crucifer 10th grader 
Oscar Guerrero, re-
cesses after the regular 
Thursday Chapel.

stipend directly deposited into bank 
accounts that we had to open in per-
son. In the second week of school, 
along with a bilingual colleague, 
we headed for the bank. Since only 
Spanish is spoken in the bank, our 
colleague had to translate virtually 
every word used in each of the four 
separate transactions for each of us. 
God’s grace allowed us to be patient 
and understanding, to enjoy a hearty 
laugh, and to share an abundance of 
hugs when we finished the process. 

As we witness to God’s goodness in 
our lives here in Honduras, we also 
want to share with our Christ Church 
family that each day we receive from 
our neighbors, friends, teaching and 

administrative colleagues and from 
our students and their families many, 
many blessings. We feel empowered 
and strengthened by your prayers and 
are thankful for your prayerful support 
of our work here. 

continued from page 6

Above, missioner Linda Hoekstra works 
with her first graders in Honduras at the 
computer as they study the development of 
butterflies.
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In thanksgiving for God’s 
blessings and desiring to return a 
proportionate share, I/we intend 
to support this parish and the 
diocese, our work at home and 
throughout the world, as  
follows:

❏ per week	 $_________

❏ per month	 $_________

❏ per quarter	 $_________

❏ per year	 $_________

❏ I would like information about 
including Christ Church in my will.

Come Share the Journey
Invitation to Generosity 2010

❏ Mr. & Mrs.  ❏ Mr.  ❏ Mrs.  ❏ Ms.

Name______________________________________________

Address_____________________________________________

___________________________________________________

Phone______________________________________________

Office Phone________________________________________

Signature__________________________ Date_____________

Email_______________________________________________

Office Email________________________________________
Do you have automatic payroll deposit? 	
Would you like to have your pledge payment 
automatically deducted? If so, please contact 	
the Controller at x114.

❏VISA  ❏MC  ❏AmEx  ❏Discover
__________________________________
Name on card

__________________________________
Account Number

__________________________________
Expiration date

$_________ to be charged per month for 

a total of $_________ per year. Credit cards 
will be charged on the 15th of the month 
or the next business day.

__________________________________
Signature

FOR OFFICE USE:
Date received_______________________
Family number______________________
Envelope number____________________118 N. Washington St., Alexandria, VA 22314

Phone: 703-549-1450, Fax: 703-549-5883

Worship Schedule
Sunday

8:00 am Holy Communion
9:00 am Holy Communion with 

Sermon & Choir
11:15 am Holy Communion with 

  Sermon & Choir except
  Morning Prayer with Sermon &  Choir  

on the last Sunday of each month 
5:00 pm Holy Communion for Healing  

with Laying on of Hands  
(except for first Sundays
October through June)

	 Choral Evensong (first Sundays 
October through June)

Wednesday 
In the Chapel (Parish House)

7:15 am Holy Communion, Wednesday
12:05 pm Holy Communion & the  

Laying on of Hands for Healing 

Happy Birthday, George
Question: Where will the Washington Bible be on Sunday,  
February 14? 

Answer:  After traveling from Mount Vernon, it will be at all  
services at Christ Church. 

Come, see, and enjoy  
hearing the readings 
from our special Bible 
here to commemorate 
George Washington’s 
birthday and his at-
tendance at Christ 
Church.


